Card Trick

Materials: 200 g (7 0z) Chunky yarn in White CC
100 g (3.5 oz) Chunky yarn in Black MC1
100 g (3.5 0z) Chunky yarn in Red MC2
Size 9 (US) Needles (5.5 mm)

Gauge: 18 sts X 30 rows creates a 4” X 4” square in stockinette/garter mix (2
rows stockinette and 2 rows garter in 4 rows)
One Size fits all - This scarf will be approximately 4.5” wide and 84" long.

Note: This pattern can also be worked with worsted, aran, sport, DK, or the yarn
weight of your choice. Be sure to use the appropriately sized needle. For illusion
knitting, choose a needle size one size smaller than you would otherwise choose.

Background:

Can you do the knit stitch? What about the purl stitch? If you answered yes to
both, then you can create 2-color images without worrying about fair isle techniques,
carrying colors or any of that tricky stuff. How, you ask? Easy! By creating an
image that isn't there! OK so how do you see an image that isn’t there, and more
importantly, how do you knit one? By creating an illusion.

Illusion knitting uses flat knitting (knits on the right side, purls on the wrong side)
and raised knitting (purls on the right side, knits on the wrong side) to raise the
colors you want, where you want them, and to leave the rest flat. That way, when
you look at it from head on, you see stripes of the two colors in your image. But
when you look at it from the right angle, you see the image pop out from
(seemingly) nowhere.

The image must be broken into sections (rows), and to create one section it actually
takes 4 rows of knitting. The first two are in one color (background color here) and
the second two are in the other color (main color). Starting on the right side, the
first and every odd row are knit across all stitches. On the wrong side (every even
numbered row) you will knit the stitches you want to raise, and purl the stitches you
want to lie flat. Here is an example of one section of illusion knit.:
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There are four rows of knitting. The first two rows are worked in white and the
second two are worked in red. If translated into text the above pattern would read
as follows:

Row 1: K21 stsin CC
Row 2: K7, P7, K7 in CC
Row 3: K21 sts in MC2
Row 4: P7, K7, P7 in MC2

Now, anyone who has knit stripes before knows that there are going to be a million
ends to weave in, but with illusion knitting, that is not the case. Since there are only



two rows worked in each color, the yarns can just be carried up without cutting
them. The only thing to be careful of is pulling the carried yarn too tight. Be sure to
leave some slack in the carried yarn or the illusion will be puckered on the side
where the colors are carried up.

When the above four rows are completed, the worked piece will look like this from
the front:
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When viewed from above or below, the hidden illusion pattern will appear as
illustrated in the following:

This scarf will use this technique to make some hidden images of card suits. You
don’t even have to know how to shuffle a deck of cards to pull off this card trick...

Scarf Instructions:

Cast on 21 sts in CC. Begin following chart 1 (spade) from row 2 (WS) because the
cast on row is row 1. Each odd row (RS) will be knit across all sts. Each even row,
purl the clear boxes, knit the colored boxes. On row 3, change to MC1. On row 5,
switch back to CC, and continue to switch between CC and MC1 every 2 rows for the
remainder of the first chart. Switch to MC2 for the second and third charts, and back
to MC1 for the fourth chart. After all suits have been completed put the stitches on a
stitch holder. Repeat from the beginning for the second half.



The images that will appear on the scarf are charted as follows:




These are the knitting charts to follow. Work the spade first, heart second, diamond
third, and club last.
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Finishing:

With the remaining stitches from each section, connect using the 3-needle bind off.
Placing the stitches from the first section onto a needle and align the other stitches
from the second section with them. With a third needle and MC yarn, knit through
the first stitch of both sections. Knit through the second stitch of both sections and
pass the second stitch over the first stitch, as with a regular bind off. Continue to
the end and pull the yarn through the last remaining stitch. Weave in ends and
enjoy your scarf!



